The result (7) may be improved when c -0; in this case we have
The pointwise estimate (8) was first obtained by G. Talenti [14] ; for some extensions of this result and for a proof of the integral estimate (7) see [2] , [3] , [4] , [6L [8] , [12] , [15] .
By means of (7) it is possible to estimate any LP norm of u by the same norm of the solution v of (6) so we can assert that any LP norm of the solution u of problem (5) achieves its maximum when the data of the problem ( Obviously, (12) implies that however it is no use if we ask to estimate LP norms of u by the same norm of v. In order to obtain (9) it is essential to prove the integral estimate (7) which does not hold as shown in [2] .
The aim of this paper is to show that we can estimate the concentration of the solution u of (10) by the concentration of the solution of a suitable spherically symmetric problem that is different from (11 We also give a direct proof of this result in order to apply it to variational inequalities (see [7] , [13] , [5] for related results). 
MAIN RESULTS: ELLIPTIC EQUATIONS
Our first goal is the proof of the comparison result (7) for a solution of problem (10) . THEOREM 2.1. -Let u E Ho ( SZ ) be the weak solution of (10) where the coefficients satisfy conditions (1) , (2), (14) and f E L2 ( SZ ); moreover let z E be the weak solution of problem (15 obviously u is solution of (39). Next, let u, u be two solutions of (39); proceeding as in [11] [2] , we obtain the following inequalities, for a.e.
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A. ALVINO et al. where in the last inequality we used Hardy inequality and condition (14) .
Hence we deduce from- (44)- (47) where It is useful to remark that (44) yields
We next recall the following inequality that is a consequence of the classical isoperimetric inequality (see [9] , [14] )
And we obtain using (48) and then by (50) The above inequality can be rewritten in terms of the rearrangement u ( s ) Hence, by the maximum principle, we deduce that f* cannot be non negative on ~0, ~ v > 0 ~ ~. (57)).
Then we obtain using (52) while (54) Vol. 16, n° 2-1999. 
